L LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS' JULY/AUGUST 2024

VOTER

COUNTY COUNCIL CANDIDATE
VOTER FORUMS

July 16" 5.30pm - Friday Harbor - The Grange
July 18" 5.30pm - Orcas Island - Orcas Senior Center

San Juan Island - July 16*"-5.30pm

The Grange in Friday Harbor
VOTE SJC District 1
‘ Kari McVeigh, Adrian Kilpatrick & Stephanie O'Day
o

Orcas Island - July 18 - 5.30pm
Orcas Island Senior Center
SJC District 2

Rick Hughes, Justin Paulsen and Jonathan Welch

Come out and get to know your candidates! This is a county-wide election and you will be
voting for candidates from both islands. We encourage all county residents to attend both
forums, in person, watch the live CNL2 stream or join via zoom.

San Juan County District 1

e Adrian Kilpatrick

Kilpatrick grew up on San Juan Island and is an active artist currently working as a home
design and build specialist. He serves as a member of the county’s Climate and
Sustainability Advisory Committee and the Friday Harbor Arts Commission.

* Kari McVeigh

McVeigh serves as superintendent for the Shaw Island School District and formerly served
as superintendent for the San Juan Island School District. She said she is running for the
county council to help build consensus on the future of the San Juan Islands community.
* Stephanie O’Day

O’Day is a land-use attorney who has served clients in San Juan County for 33 years. She



promised to bring passion, a fresh perspective and unwavering dedication to the county
council.

San Juan County District 2

¢ Rick Hughes

Hughes served as District 2 council member from 2013-2020. He is a small-business owner
experienced in organizational operations, structure and budgeting.

* Justin Paulsen

Paulsen has lived in the county for over 20 years and operates a small business. He serves
as an elected commissioner for the Orcas Park and Recreation District, chairs the San Juan
County Ferry Advisory Committee and is a founding member of the SJC Recovery in
Community board.

e Jonathan Welch

Welch operates the Orcas Island ferry dock. He has written that, “in San Juan County,
party politics has abandoned the common man. It forgets about the responsibility of ‘life,

>

liberty, and the pursuit of happiness’.

Every voter in the County gets a ballot showing candidates in both District 1 and District
2. Vote for one person in District 1, one person in District 2. The top 2 in each District will go on
to the General Election With three candidates vying for each seat, there will be a primary
election on Aug. 6 to select finalists for the November election.

The forums will be livestreamed by CNL2, the local video news service for the SJlIs,
at https://cnl2.com/.

Or join via Zoom:
https://us06web.zoom.us/;/86831238496?pwd=aUS5qTOIwM2J2THNFOWIWOWZoRVVvdz09
Meeting ID: 868 3123 8496 Passcode: 340496

The Voter Forum is a moderated event during which candidates will present introductory statements
and respond to your questions, within time limits. The League of Women Voters requires civil discourse
in forums, and all questions to candidates must meet that requirement.

Questions for the candidates are welcome and encouraged. Submit questions for the candidates to
audraaeaba@gmail.com.

We hope To dee you al the Forump!

You can access the full voter information booklet at
https:/ /sanjuancountywa.gov/ 1221 /Elections-Office

It’s that time of year and we are going to the

County Fair!
Come and visit our booth and say hello or, better yet,
sign up to help us staff the booth!
We'll be working in shifts and would love to have you join us. Email
Jill at jbelcovson@gmail.com if you are interested in participating.
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A Recap of our June Meeting on Climate Action in our Islands

There was a good turnout at our June meeting during which we tried a new format for our
topic of Climate Resiliency in the Islands, starting with a planned talk and moving on to a
community conversation. The county’s Conservation Land Bank Director, Lincoln Bormann,
reminded us of the general picture confronting all of us, i.e. a hotter and drier climate, and
moved on to the value of forest health and sustainability, to specific projects now going on
around the island. Environmental Stewardship Director, Kendra Smith, then led a lively
discussion about our priorities and concerns, things we want to know more about, things
we’d like the County to focus on, to take new and increased action on. All agreed the meeting
was well worth our time. We look forward to more climate action in the islands. You can
watch a recording of this meeting at the following link:

To view the meeting, go to this link. Remember to add the password
https://usO6web.zoom.us/rec/share/iMBICLqC8SQ991q hMdav8ld8ohX1jWvu-
w1P5benyf2g00vxp9ytijOVVmKhIfP.66qp65knQy12utzk?startTime=1718044211000

Passcode: vSleAn2=

Audra Adelberger

San Juan County residents are invited to participate in a crucial climate survey to help shape

the future of our community. Participants can take the climate survey on the engage page
found here:

https:/ / engage.sanjuancountywa.qgov/ climate-action

LWVSJ Happenings
League of Women Voters Backing Local News

Many of you attended the meeting LWVSJ had on local journalism and the discussion we
held on the LWVWA study on this issue. The study was an important step towards a position
supporting local journalism within the State. At the convention, a further step was taken that
allows the League to advocate for public support of local journalism throughout the country.
A resounding majority of the delegates to the 2024 LWV Convention in Washington DC voted
in favor of LWVWA's motion for concurrence. With this vote, the LWVWA position on local
journalism is the position of the entire League of Women Voters! Our congratulations to the
authors of the study and the leadership of the LWVWA for this victory.

Susan Martin, President

Efforts to support local news nationally are getting a boost from the

@‘]0 seaﬂle League of Women Voters.

5 The national organization voted Saturday to embrace a policy position,
al lmcs drafted in Washington, supporting local journalism because it’s critical
to democracy and empowering voters.

That authorizes one of the country’s most trusted grassroots
organizations to lobby for legislation to help save local news outlets.

“We’re throwing our support behind the concept that local news is a public good — it’s
something people need,” said Dee Anne Finken, a Vancouver, Wash., member who advocated
for the position.



By a vote of 859-63 at its convention in Washington, D.C., the league adopted a position
stating that “it is the responsibility of the government to provide support for conditions under
which credible local journalism can survive and thrive.”

The league’s Washington chapter made this happen, said Mary Coltrane, chapter president.

It produced a comprehensive report in 2022 on how democracy is suffering from the decline
of local news. (I was involved as a technical editor of the report and provided feedback to the
authors.)

The chapter approved its position statement in 2023 and proposed it to the national
organization.

“This was a huge thing,” Finken, a co-author of the report, said after the convention. “We’ve
had so many states come up and say ‘thank you,” they were feeling this in their own
communities, from Florida to Maine to Colorado to California, this is hitting everybody.”

Finken said league members rely on local reporting.

“They follow what’s happening in the school boards and city councils,” she said. “If you live
in a community like Everett and the Everett Herald gets slashed, they can’t follow what’s
going on and they can’t advocate for good governance.”

The position statement clears the way for local chapters to advocate as they see fit to preserve
local news.

“They are designed to stand the test of time, so no matter how the media landscape changes
over the next 25, 50 years, those positions are likely to be sufficient for us to take necessary
actions,” Coltrane said.

In Washington, league members in 2023 supported legislation to exempt news
publishers from a state business tax, saving them an estimated $10 million over 10 years.

Other chapters, and the national organization, could opt to lobby for an array of proposals
to support local news outlets.

That ranges from local decisions to continue publishing legal notices in newspapers to federal
proposals for tax credits and antitrust reforms.

“It empowers us at the local level across the country,” Finken said.

Steve Bowman talks to CNL2’s Jeff Noedel

Steve Bowman, our Voter Services Chair with the League of Women Voters of the San Juans,
joined Heather Spaulding, Editor of the Journal of the San Juans Islands, and CNL2’s Jeff
Noedel in a panel discussion on Tuesday, June 25 at noon. The interview covered many
topics near and dear to the hearts of our members and Steve represented our chapter with
assurance and ably responded to all questions. The conversation in Part 1 of the interview
begins on the topic of election security, and the panel’s shared opinion that elections
administered in San Juan County are fair and reliable. Part 2 begins on the topic of the need
for civility in conversation and political forums.

Both interviews can be accessed at these links.

https:/ /cnl2.com/steve-bowman-interview-6-25-2024

https:/ /cnl2.com/steve-bowman-interview-6-25-2024-part-2

Feel free to circulate this URL to members, other chapters, etc. via email, a link on your
website, or even posts to social media.



Around the League — State & National Issues
National League Convention

The League of Women Voters of
Washington Champions Reproductive
Rights and Immigration Reform at
National Convention

SEATTLE, WA - The League of Women Voters of
Washington and its local Leagues played a pivotal role in the successful adoption of two
resolutions at the national League of Women Voters convention.

Reproductive Rights - LWVWA co-sponsored a resolution with the LWV of Missouri
reinforcing the importance of protecting reproductive rights. The resolution is part of a
broader strategy LWVWA is leading that recognizes that restrictions on reproductive rights
are not just a threat to women’s access to health care; they are a threat to our democracy.
Since the Supreme Court decision in Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization
restricted access to abortion, women have become second-class citizens, not allowed to make
decisions about their own reproductive and health choices, often to the peril of their lives.
The resolution, which passed by an overwhelming majority, read:

Be it resolved that the League of Women Voters reaffirms its commitment to fight for
reproductive rights and justice, including bodily autonomy, privacy, reproductive health,
and access to contraception and abortion, and against disinformation on this issue.

“With the overturning of Roe v. Wade and the abortion bans implemented in many states,
women are now legally second-class citizens in this country,” said Mary Coltrane, president
of the League of Women Voters of Washington. “This resolution affirms the League’s
commitment to fighting for a democracy that treats all of its people equally.”

Immigration

The League of Women Voters of the San Juans co-sponsored a resolution on immigration
with leagues in California, Texas, New Mexico, and New Jersey. The resolution recalled the
urgent need for reform in the immigration system, while recognizing that it has become one
of the major issues under debate in the 2024 election.

The resolution reads:

Be it resolved that LWVUS reaffirms its long-standing position calling for fair and humane
immigration reform, including safe, orderly, and legal pathways to admission to the United
States that promote reunification of immediate families; meet the economic, business,
employment, and educational/ training needs of the United States; and are responsive to those
facing human rights abuses or humanitarian crises; and

that LWVUS reaffirm the 2008 position calling for due process for all persons, including
the right to a fair and timely hearing, right to counsel, right of appeal, and right to humane
treatment.

This resolution also passed with a large majority of the votes. Many thanks to Susan Martin
and Necia Quast for spearheading and shepherding these resolutions to the floor!



“The League of Women Voters stands firm: fair and humane immigration reform is essential.
We advocate for safe, legal pathways, and due process for all,” said LWVWA President Mary
Coltrane.

Kelly McFarland Stratman, interim co-CEO LWVUS, gave a few highlights from a dynamic
week:

The League sent 230 members to Capitol Hill for Lobby Day to advocate for the
John R. Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act. In all, 20% of Congress heard
directly from the League in one day!

«LWV was proud to host an all-woman panel for Turn Up for One Person, One Vote,
a discussion about the movement to abolish the Electoral College. Moderator Celina
Stewart, LWVUS chief counsel, was joined by experts Carolyn Dupont, Keesha
Gaskins-Nathan, and Na'ilah Amaru.

«Together, we honored the life of late LWVUS Board President Dr. Deborah Ann
Turner, with sentiments from her niece and a tribute video.

«LWVUS Board president Sania Irwin gave remarks highlighting the power of women
to persevere and make a difference in democracy.

eSania announced LWVUS's incoming CEO as Celina Stewart, current chief counsel,
who shared about her vision for her leadership in the next era of the League's
story.

«Convention attendees heard a keynote address from Delegate Kim Teehee, director
of government relations for the Cherokee Nation who shared that, “The Cherokee
Nation has always believed that this country is stronger when more people have a
voice, and the League of Women Voters has been a critical partner in moving
towards this better future.”

¢2024 - 2026 Board president Dianna Wynn kicked off her presidency, saying, “A
bigger, bolder, more powerful League of Women Voters can shape the future of our
democracy.

Newly-elected president Dianna Wynn closed the 2024 Convention, telling attendees to stay
tuned for an announcement soon about the host city for the next Convention in 2026.

Alison McCaffree, Chair of the Redistricting Reform Task Force shared
the following article from the Spokesman-Review:

Mary Coltrane - Washington has new Legislative maps again. Is it time
for a new process?

Voting districts are important — where those lines are drawn affects your power as a voter.
New lines need to be drawn following every Census to account for population changes
throughout the decade. This reapportionment and redistricting follow the ideal of “one
person, one vote” — every person should have the same amount of representation. In
Washington state, legislative and congressional maps are redrawn by the Washington State
Redistricting Commission.



New districts were drawn for the 2022 elections — and now in 2024 almost 500,000 voters
find themselves yet again in new districts. This second round of changes is the result of a
lawsuit that successfully challenged the maps drawn by the 2021 Redistricting Commission
as being in violation of Section 2 of the federal Voting Rights Act. The U.S. District Court
ruled that LD 15 in Yakima was discriminatory toward Latino voters, forcing the redrawing
of legislative districts in Central Washington.

The new map changes 13 legislative districts (2, 5, 7, 8, 9, 12, 13, 14,15, 16, 17, 20, 31) —
with the most significant changes to 14th and 15th. In Eastern Washington, the 9th
Legislative District adds the town of Othello and removes people in rural Franklin Count.
District16 is dramatically different: starting with Walla Walla County, it wraps to the north
of the Tri-Cities and picks up rural Franklin County and Benton City. The Office of the
Secretary of State has confirmed that these lines will displace five sitting legislators. A
preliminary analysis by the League of Women Voters of Washington shows that nearly
500,000 voters are affected by the changes and over 220,000 will have changed twice in three
years.

A better process would have created more representative maps in the first place and avoided
this disruption to so many voters. The bottom line is this: an ineffective and unclear
redistricting process resulted in unfair maps. It’s time for comprehensive reform.

The current Washington State Redistricting Commission is often described as independent.
It is not. While commissioners are not elected officials and are not part of the Legislature, the
commission has significant partisan influence. Commissioners are put in place by the two
dominant parties, with work facilitated by a nonvoting chair. According to court testimony,
commissioners worked in bipartisan pairs, ultimately voting on maps that they had not yet
created, and the public had not seen in advance. There was no citizen involvement into these
discussions or deliberations. Ultimately, commissioners were fined for violations of the Open
Public Meetings Act and faced several lawsuits, including the Soto-Palmer v. Hobbs lawsuit
(https:/ /campaignlegal.org/cases-actions/soto-palmer-et-al-v-hobbs-et-al) that resulted in
the new map.

The League of Women Voters of Washington has followed redistricting issues for many years.
The current bipartisan structure was established by constitutional amendment in 1983. In

2017, LWVWA released a “Report on Redistricting,” concluding that there is a need to “move
from the state’s bipartisan system to a more nearly nonpartisan, independent system.”

In June 2023, Washington League members passed a resolution supporting a redistricting
reform campaign to restructure our state’s outdated redistricting commission by reforming
both the structure and procedures to create a new type of redistricting commission. This
People First Commission would expand representation beyond the current two-party
structure. The commission would include ordinary citizens and mandate geographic
representation from Eastern Washington that would provide for greater understanding of
Eastern Washington communities and economy. District line drawing would take place in an
open process, with clearly defined criteria that are ranked in importance. Citizen
participation and access would exist at all levels and steps of the process. Implemented well,
the process would use time and money wisely for a more effective commission. In the end,
this type of commission would minimize partisan influences and emphasize a consensus
around what’s best for local communities.

Recent research from the University of Southern California
(https:/ /www.commoncause.org/california/wp-
content/uploads/sites/29/2023 /07 /LWVC_CCC_RedistrictingReport.pdf) shows that truly




independent citizen redistricting commissions have higher public trust and have resulted in
legislatures that are more representative of the people in their state. This Fair Maps report
concludes: “The result is a process that empowers communities and reduces the influence of
political actors.”

Washington residents deserve a better process. The League of Women Voters supports major
redistricting reform, and we invite all those interested in creating a new process to join us.
See lwvwa.org/redistricting for more information. To connect with the local action team,
contact Ann Murphy at amurphy@lwvwa.org.

Mary Coltrane has been involved in grassroots political activity across the state for many
years and is currently president of the League of Women Voters of Washington.

https:/ /www.spokesman.com/stories /2024 /jun/06/mary-coltrane-washington-has-
new-legislative-maps-/

A great way to stay current and involved is to sign up for the Legislative Newsletter from
the WA League. This provides a weekly update on key issues in the legislature, including
Action Alerts for upcoming votes and information on current activity on major
bills. Newsletters come out every Sunday during the Legislative Session.

Click here: sign up for the Legislative Newsletter

Meeting Dates 2024

Board Meetings Membership Meetings
July 1 July 16 & 18 - Voter Forums
August 26 Aug 15 - 18 Booth at SJ County Fair
Board Retreat
No Board Meeting in Sept September 9
Disaster Preparedness
October 7 October - TBD
Voter Forums
November 4 November 11
December 2 December 10
Holiday Luncheon

All members are welcome to attend our board meetings — please send any board
member an email and we will send you the zoom link.




Join Your Local League!

Are you passionate about democracy and looking for a community of like-minded people?

The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages the informed

and active participation of citizens in government, works to increase understanding of
major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and

Your donations to the League will go toward:

advocacy. Any person 16 and older may become a voting member of the League. When you
join a local League, you automatically become a member of the state and national Leagues,
as well.

The League of Women Voters is using advocacy, litigation, and resources like VOTE411.org
to educate more voters, expand and protect voter access, and ensure that all elections —
most importantly the upcoming Presidential election — remain fair and accessible.

o Informing voters on ID requirements, registration deadlines, and any changes to local

voting laws.

« Empowering voters with VOTE411 — a one-stop shop for nonpartisan election
resources including registering to vote, finding your polling place, looking up your

ballot, and more.

Board Members of the League of Women Voters of the San Juan’s

Officers

Susan Martin
Barbara Sharp

Michael Martin
Diana Sibert
Jill Belcovson

President
Vice-President

Secretary
The Voter

Members-at-Large
Audra Adelberger
Mary Campanella

Stephanie Butler

Susan Eberhard

Chita Miller (on leave until end 2024)
Necia Quast

Steve Bowman — Board Member Emeritus

Treasurer & Roster

Nominating Committee
Nominating Committee
(on leave until end 2024)

360-370-5205
360-472-0148

360-370-5205
360-370-5269
805-689-2260

360-378-6322
800-364-1984

907-209-5885
360-378-3608
360-378-2153
360-370-5502
360-370-5814

martinsfl@georgetown.edu
b_gsharp@hotmail.com

martinml@ieee.org
dianasibert@gmail.com
jbelcovson@gmail.com

audraaeaba@gmail.com
marycampanella@icloud.com

sibutlerak@gmail.com
eberhard@rockisland.com
chita.miller@gmail.com
collqguas@aim.com
steve.bowmanS52@gmail.com

Nominating Committee: Leslie Veirs, Chair; Audra Adelberger, Mary Campanella, Barbara

Marrett

Follow Us on Facebook!
Follow what local, state and national league are up to at our Facebook page:

https:/ /www.facebook.com /LWVSanJuans. We are working on our website — stay tuned



for updates and check it out at https://www.lwvwa.org/San-Juan

A Note from the Treasurer:

Fiscal Year 2024-25 began on June 1. Please note that you can send your check to PO Box
784, Friday Harbor to renew your membership. The earlier we receive your dues, the
better we can plan our programs for the coming year.

Also please let us know of any changes that need to be made to your contact
information.

Thank you for continuing to support the important work that we do.

National League is going to be instituting a new dues paying system in the future. This will be
a system where dues are paid directly to the national league as opposed to the current
scenario where your dues come to the local chapter and we forward on the funds to the

national league. Despite some pushback from local Leagues, this is going to come into effect
once national puts details in place. We will keep you posted on how this plays out but for now
please continue to send your dues for this year to us at PO Box 784, FH 98250.

When you join the League, your dues go to three different places: to National League
to help support voting rights advocacy efforts, to State League for voter education as
well as advocacy for state issues that League supports; and then there are a few dollars
left to support our local forums and programs. Below are the different levels of dues
payments and the PO Box number. If you choose to give at a higher level than the
“Regular” level, the extra money stays with our local League to support our important
YES! I want to renew or become a member of the League of Women Voters of the

San Juan’s.

Name(s) Address
Phone Email
Circle one:
Regular Carrie Chapman Catt Susan B.
Anthony
Individual $60 $100 to $249 $250 and up
Family $90 $150to $374 $375 and up
Students Free

I would like to make a tax-deductible donation to the League of Women Voters of WA
Education Fund and have enclosed a separate check (to LWVWA—EF) in the amount of

$

PLEASE RETURN TO: League of Women Voters of the San Juans
PO Box 784
Friday Harbor, WA 98250

Voter Editor: Jill Belcovson — 805-689-2260 - jbelcovson@gmail.com
Contributing Editor — Susan Martin




