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October County Council Voter Forums on San
Juan, Orcas and Lopez Islands

The League of Women Voters of the San Juans, a non-

é (fgy partisan, non-profit organization, is sponsoring voter forums
on San Juan, Orcas, and Lopez Islands for county residents
to get to know the County Council candidates on the ballot

ammzz/

for the November election. All San Juan County registered

voters may vote for both the District 1 and the District 2

County Council candidates. The District 1 candidates are
Kari McVeigh and Stephanie O’Day, and the District 2 candidates are Rick Hughes and Justin
Paulsen. The general election is November 5, and the San Juan County Elections Office will
be mailing the voter information booklet out the week of October 7th. Ballots will be mailed
to registered voters on October 16.

The schedule for the forums is as follows, all at 5:30 PM:
e San Juan Island: Thursday, October 10, at the Grange
e Orcas Island: Wednesday, October 16, at the Senior Center
e Lopez Island: Thursday, October 17, at the Community Center

The voter forums are moderated events during which candidates will present introductory
statements and respond to questions, within time limits. All four County Council
candidates have confirmed that they will attend. The League of Women Voters requires civil
discourse in forums, and all questions to candidates must meet that requirement.

Come out and get to know your candidates! This is a county-wide election and you will be
voting for candidates from both islands. We encourage all county residents to attend both
forums, in person, watch the live CNL2 stream or join via zoom.

The forums will be livestreamed by CNL2, the local video news service for the SJlIs,
at https://cnl2.com/.




Community members who wish to ask questions of candidates but cannot attend in person

may email their questions in advance of the forums to the League at pres.lwvsji@gmail.com.

Please keep questions as succinct as possible. Also note that questions may be combined or
edited.

The Voter Forum is a moderated event during which candidates will present introductory statements
and respond to your questions, within time limits. The League of Women Voters requires civil discourse
in forums, and all questions to candidates must meet that requirement.

We hope To dee you at the Forvumn!

You can access the full voter information booklet at
https://sanjuancountywa.gov/ 1221 /Elections-Office

Fun Fac#: In the 1970s and 1980s, the League of Women Voters sponsored the televised presidential
debates. In 1976 the League won an Emmy award for Outstanding Achievement in Broadcast Journalism.

Tuesday, November 5| Election
Day

Your vote is your voice!
Deposit your ballot in an official drop box by
8 p.m

This could be one of the most consequential
elections of our time. It is imperative that voters
are equipped with accurate election and
candidate-related information so they can head
to the polls with confidence and without
hesitation. Every election, LWV publishes nonpartisan voter guides on
VOTE411 to help voters understand where candidates stand on the issues
voters care about most. In doing so, we ask candidates about voters’ most
pressing questions and share their answers unedited.

Our candidate voting guides are now live, offering information on your local
races. Find your options and make a voting plan at VOTE411.org

https://www.vote411l.org/



Simplified Ballot Initiative Summaries Now Available
from the LWVWA Website

LWVWA Takes Stand Against
Four Ballot Initiatives

Trading/Repeal of WA Care

Prohibit Carbon lProll'libi': state antd

: " ocal governments

.Tax crEdlt. Opting out ‘from restricting]
Program » WP

‘ ' access to natura
Climate

Safeguard our state's future by voting against
these regressive measures. Learn more.

The LWVWA Board of Directors approves positions on statewide Ballot Issues based on
Issue Chair recommendations using policy statements in LWVWA Program in Action and
LWVUS Impact on Issues. LWVWA may do the following with regard to the Ballot
Measures: Endorse/Support, Oppose, or Not take a position.

Get clear, concise information on upcoming ballot initiatives through these summaries.
Each summary covers the effect of your vote, a summary of the measure, its background,
potential immediate and fiscal impacts if passed, and the key arguments for and against
the initiative. Make an informed decision this election season!

Click on the links below for information on these critical topics:

v' Initiative 2066: Related to the Restrictions on Access to Natural Gas [J

v' Initiative 2109: Repeal Capital Gains Tax [

v Initiative 2117: Prohibiting All State Agencies, Counties, and Cities From
Implementing Any Type of Carbon Tax Credit Trading [Repeal the Climate
Commitment Act (CCA)] [

v Initiative 2124: Opting out of Long-Term Services Insurance Program []

More information at https://lwvwa.org/page-18781




News from the Observer Corps

The Observer Corps is looking for member
volunteers to cover several meetings that are vital to
ﬁ our community. This is an informative way for you
to help - if you are interested please contact

VOWNTEER Necia at collquas@aim.com

LWVSJ Happenings

WE ARE HOLDING A MEMBERSHIP RETREAT
November 9th — Venue to be announced

Last year’s retreat was a great success and the feedback that we received from our
members was truly valuable. We talked about what we wanted our local League to do and
amongst other things they said “Let’s have this kind of discussion again.” And we are. We
will report on what we are doing with Voter Forums, outreach, the Observer Corps, and
state-level issues. We will talk about how to maintain and build on these programs and
what role members are interested in playing in the community. We will talk more about
whether we want to engage in local advocacy. We will do our annual program planning
exercise to set topics for next year’s membership meetings. We will have both structured
and free form discussion and plenty of time to socialize. We will host a buffet lunch for all
attendees. It’s a chance to explore further questions you may have — we want to hear
your thoughts on how we can grow our presence throughout the county and increase the
diversity of our members.

e How have the recent Voter forums been attended on each island?

e How can we expand membership and get more involved on other islands?

e Are there particular issues we should be addressing?

Please bring yourselves and your ideas to our meeting next month. More details will
follow on location and times.

Around the League — State & National Issues

Join LWVUS Young Voter Power Initiative (YVP)

The Young Voter Power (YVP) Initiative brings together young leaders (18 to 35 years) to



empower and mobilize voters to push for real change! YVP participants receive training,
resources, and access to a powerful network to engage and empower young voters in your
community. In addition to local efforts like voter registration drives and GOTV, YVP
participants will participate and/or organize national activations and events to build an
equitable and just democracy where everyone can thrive. Share this opportunity with
young people in your League or network and encourage them to sign up!

New Short Film on Election Officials

Last year, dozens of Leagues showed the documentary film, “No Time to Fail,” focused
on election officials in Rhode Island during the pandemic and 2020 election crisis. “No
Time to Fail” filmmakers have a new short film, “THE OFFICIALS,” highlighting the
election heroes and their commitment to ensuring safe and accessible elections for their
community. US election officials in rural and urban jurisdictions of four battleground
states hold the line against organized efforts to undermine their work as they prepare for
the contentious 2024 contest.

“THE OFFICIALS” premieres today for free on TIME: You can watch now at
https://time.com /7017573 /the-officials/

LWVUS Joins Letter Urging Congress to Oppose Denial
of Federal Funding to Sanctuary Cities

Last month the League joined a letter urging Congress to oppose a bill that would block
sanctuary jurisdictions from receiving federal funds that benefit undocumented
immigrants through food, shelter, health care, legal services, and transportation. These
sanctuary jurisdictions are those that elect to limit local officials’ role in federal
immigration enforcement.

You can review the letter at this link:
LWVUS Joins Letter Urging Congress to Oppose Denial of Federal Funding to Sanctuary
Cities

Leagues in the News:

o« The League of Women Voters of New Hampshire filed a lawsuit challenging a new
voter ID law. Read our statement at www.lwv.org.

o Becky Simon, president of the League of Women Voters of Illinois, wrote an opinion
for the Chicago Sun-Times on the importance of fighting election disinformation.
Read the piece: Share the truth, not the lies, this election season.




e The League of Women Voters of Ohio is traveling to universities and colleges across
the state to register student-aged voters. Learn more: 'l want to vote': The League of
Women Voters stop at Miami during its month-long trek across Ohio.

The League and the Columbia
River Treaty

The League, including the LWVs
of Washington, Oregon, Idaho,
and Montana, have a long and
significant history of involvement
with the 1964 Columbia River
Treaty and its current
modernization process. Read on
to learn more about the League
and the current modernization
process.
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A great way to stay current and involved is to sign up for the Legislative Newsletter from the WA
League. This provides a weekly update on key issues in the legislature, including Action Alerts for
upcoming votes and information on current activity on major bills. Newsletters come out every
Sunday during the Legislative Session.

Click here: sign up for the Legislative Newsletter

Board Meetings Membership Meetings
October 7 October — 10, 16 & 17
Voter Forums
November 4 November 9

Member Retreat — venue to be announced

December 2 December 10
Holiday Luncheon

All members are welcome to attend our board meetings — please send any board
member an email and we will send you the zoom link.




Board Members of the League of Women Voters of the San Juan’s

Officers

Susan Martin President 360-370-5205 martinsfl@georgetown.edu
Barbara Sharp Vice-President 360-472-0148 b_gsharp@hotmail.com
Michael Martin Treasurer & Roster 360-370-5205 martinml@ieee.org

Diana Sibert Secretary 360-370-5269 dianasibert@gmail.com
Jill Belcovson The Voter 805-689-2260  jbelcovson@gmail.com

Members-at-Large
Audra Adelberger Nominating Committee 360-378-6322 audraaeaba@gmail.com

Mary Campanella Nominating Committee 800-364-1984 marycampanella@icloud.com
(on leave until end 2024)

Stephanie Butler 907-209-5885 sjbutlerak@gmail.com

Susan Eberhard 360-378-3608 eberhard@rockisland.com

Chita Miller (on leave until end 2024) 360-378-2153 chita.miller@gmail.com

Necia Quast 360-370-5502 collquas@aim.com

Steve Bowman — Board Member Emeritus 360-370-5814 steve.bowman52@gmail.com

Nominating Committee: Leslie Veirs, Chair; Audra Adelberger, Mary Campanella, Barbara
Marrett

Follow Us on Facebook!

Follow what local, state and national league are up to at our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/LWVSanJuans. We are working on our website — stay tuned
for updates and check it out at https://www.lwvwa.org/San-Juan

A Note from the Treasurer:

Fiscal Year 2024-25 began on June 1. Please note that you can send your check to PO Box 784,
Friday Harbor to renew your membership. The earlier we receive your dues, the better we can
plan our programs for the coming year.

Also please let us know of any changes that need to be made to your contact
information.

Thank you for continuing to support the important work that we do.

The new League membership platform will provide a centralized portal where any person can
join the League or renew their membership, regardless of which League they are joining. This
will make the joining process consistent across Leagues and will allow new members to join
their local League from LWV.org. However, this will be a system where dues now go directly to
the national league as opposed to the current scenario where your dues come to the local
chapter and we forward on the funds to the national league. Despite some pushback from
local Leagues, this is going to come into effect once national puts details in place. We will keep
you posted on how this plays out but for now please continue to send your dues for this year
to us at PO Box 784, FH 98250.

When you join the League, your dues go to three different places: to National League
to help support voting rights advocacy efforts, to State League for voter education as
well as advocacy for state issues that League supports; and then there are a few dollars
left to support our local forums and programs. If you choose to give at a higher level




than the “Regular” level, the extra money stays with our local League to support our
important work.

Your donations to the League will go toward:

o Informing voters on ID requirements, registration deadlines, and any changes
to local voting laws.

« Empowering voters with VOTE411 — a one-stop shop for nonpartisan election
resources including registering to vote, finding your polling place, looking up
your ballot, and more.

YES! [ want to renew or become a member of the League of Women Voters of the San Juan’s.

Name(s) Address
Phone Email
Circle one:
Regular Carrie Chapman Catt Susan B.
Anthony
Individual $60 $100 to $249 $250 and up
Family $90 $150to $374 $375 and up
Students Free

I would like to make a tax-deductible donation to the League of Women Voters of WA
Education Fund and have enclosed a separate check (to LWVWA—EF) in the amount of

$

PLEASE RETURN TO: League of Women Voters of the San Juans
PO Box 784
Friday Harbor, WA 98250

Voter Editor: Jill Belcovson — 805-689-2260 - jbelcovson@gmail.com
Contributing Editor — Susan Martin




